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The Purpose

Brought to Arizona in 2002, ONEBOOK is an exciting program that brings communities together through literature. Beginning in April every year, this program encourages communities across the State of Arizona to read the same book at the same time and participate in discussions and programs centered around that book. The goals of ONEBOOKAZ are:

· To celebrate literature in the State of Arizona by encouraging the reading and exploration of a book.
· To foster a sense of community through the shared experience of reading the same book/s, discussing themes and involving participants in the various events connected with the books.
· To bring people together through public programs such as book discussions, author readings and signing events, panel discussions, traveling presentation, and special events. 
· To nurture partnerships between libraries, schools, museums, other allied institutions, the media, commercial vendors, the authors and the public.
And a new goal has been added this year to get Arizonans ready to participate in the upcoming State Centennial. From 2007 until 2012, all the ONEBOOKS for adults and kids will center on Arizona topics and themes. As Arizona prepares for its Centennial in 2012, ONEBOOKAZ provides an opportunity for its citizens 
· To come together to read and discuss books that will increase their knowledge and appreciation of Arizona's unique history and culture.
The Books
Two books are selected every year: one for adults and one for children. For the first time in ONEBOOKAZ history, Arizonans voted this year on the adult title they wanted to read in 2007. They selected Going Back to Bisbee by the Tucson author, Richard Shelton. The ONEBOOKAZ for Kids selection is Weedflower by Cynthia Kadohata.
Going Back to Bisbee by Richard Shelton

Shelton’s Going Back to Bisbee chronicles his nearly lifelong love affair with southwestern deserts, beginning in 1956 when he came to Arizona as a soldier stationed at Fort Huachuca. In the book, which uses a routine day trip to Bisbee as its setting, Shelton reflects on the history of the area, the beauty of the landscape, and his own life. Couched within the narrative of his journey are passages revealing Shelton’s deep familiarity with the region’s natural and human history. Whether conveying the mystique of tarantulas or the diversity of the mountain-studded topography, he brings a poet’s eye to this seemingly desolate country.

Weedflower by Cynthia Kadohata

Twelve-year-old Sumiko feels her life has been made up of two parts: before Pearl Harbor and after it. The good part and the bad part. Raised on a flower farm in California, Sumiko is used to being the only Japanese girl in her class. Even when the other kids tease her, she always has had her flowers and family to go home to.

That all changes after the horrific events of Pearl Harbor. Other Americans start to suspect that all Japanese people are spies for the emperor, even if, like Sumiko, they were born in the United States! As suspicions grow, Sumiko and her family find themselves being shipped to an internment camp in one of the hottest deserts in the United States. The vivid color of her previous life is gone forever, and now dust storms regularly choke the sky and seep into every crack of the military barrack that is her new “home.”

Sumiko soon discovers that the camp is on an Indian reservation and that the Japanese are as unwanted there as they’d been at home. But then she meets a young Mohave boy who might just become her first real friend...if he can ever stop being angry about the fact that the internment camp is on his tribe’s land.

With searing insight and clarity, Newbery Medal-winning author Cynthia Kadohata explores an important and painful topic through the eyes of a young girl who yearns to belong. Weedflower is the story of the rewards and challenges of a friendship across the racial divide, as well as the based-on-real-life story of how the meeting of Japanese Americans and Native Americans changed the future of both.

The Authors
Richard Shelton
Richard Shelton is the author of nine books of poetry including The Bus to Veracruz (1978) and Selected Poems: 1969-1981 (1982). His poems and prose pieces have appeared in more than two hundred magazines and journals including The New Yorker, The Atlantic, The Paris Review, and The Antioch Review. They have been translated into Spanish, French, Swedish, Polish, and Japanese. In 1974, Shelton established, under the auspices of the Arizona Commission on the Arts, a writer’s workshop at the Arizona State Prison. Many books of prose and poetry by men in that workshop and Shelton’s subsequent prison workshops have been published. Shelton is currently directing three prison writer’s workshops in three units of the Arizona State Prison Complex near Tucson. For the past 13 years these workshops have been supported by the Lannan Foundation. A book about his experiences teaching creative writing to inmates in the Arizona prison system will be published in 2007 by the University of Arizona Press. Shelton has lived in Southern Arizona since 1956 and is Regents Professor of English at the University of Arizona. Going Back to Bisbee was his first major book of nonfiction.

Cynthia Kadohata
Cynthia Kadohata received the 2005 Newbery Medal for her first novel for children, Kira-Kira. She is also the author of Weedflower and several critically acclaimed adult novels, including The Floating World. Her newest novel, Cracker! The Best Dog in Vietnam, will be published in January 2007.  She has published numerous short stories in such literary journals as The New Yorker, Ploughshares, Grand Street, and the Mississippi Review. She lives with her son in Long Beach, California.
Key Players 

ONEBOOKAZ is presented by the Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records through an IMLS grant. Currently it receives sponsorship support from APS, the Arizona Humanities Council, the Arizona Library Association, the Arizona Republic, Follett Library Resources, KAET Channel 8, Maricopa Community Colleges, the Maricopa County Library Council, Phoenix College, Simon and Schuster Children’s Publishing, and the University of Arizona Press. 

Key partners and participants include all the libraries in the state, (school, public, and academic), museums, library friends groups, private reading clubs, commercial book vendors, and corporate and media sponsors.
Additional sponsorship and partner participation is always available and welcome.
The Events

The 2007 kick off will be on April 14 at the Arizona Book Festival held at the Carnegie Center in Phoenix. Both authors will be participating in that event. Activities throughout April and May include author talks and book signings and author tours with events planned in Flagstaff, Phoenix, Prescott, Tucson, and other Arizona cities; author interviews through TV, radio and newspapers; workshops; book discussions; and other programs around the state. While the bulk of the programs will happen in April and May, ONEBOOKAZ encourages Arizonans to read these books and discuss them together at any time during the year.
Contact

For more information about ONEBOOKAZ and to learn about the latest events happening around the state, visit www.onebookaz.org. Or contact Sarah Weber, Special Events Coordinator, Arizona State Library, Archives & Public Records, 602-258-5053 x3, sweber@az.lib.us.
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